Hamilton Chamber Of Commerce

Leveraging Ontario’s R&D Infrastructure
Issue:

The federal and provincial governments have invested considerable resources in research and development (R&D) programs and incentives in order to boost private sector productivity and contribution to innovation. The federal and provincial governments have similarly invested considerable resources in acquiring cutting edge machinery and equipment to provide resources for research and innovation within academic and other research institutions. However, these resources are not integrated and have not yet translated into higher performance in the private sector on this critical determinant of competitiveness. A more integrated and collaborative approach is needed to ensure that government R&D dollars promote innovation and restore Ontario’s productivity to an internationally competitive level.
Background:

Ontario businesses are strongly in favour of greater interdependency of and between industry and academia in order to facilitate greater involvement in research and development (R&D). Colleges and universities, along with other publicly-funded institutions such as hospitals and research labs, are important seedbeds of creativity, knowledge, and cutting edge machinery and equipment, all of which are of vital importance to business in bringing innovative products and services to market. 

One of the perennial challenges for small and medium enterprises that want to test-drive innovative ideas is the inability to access the critical mass of facilities, equipment, machinery, technicians, and researchers necessary to perform the rigorous testing, interpretation, and verification required to bring a product to a competitive commercial stage. 

Although the Ontario Centres of Excellence co-ordinate and fund projects to facilitate greater industry-academic partnerships, Ontario has no standardized, province-wide procedures to facilitate commercial interactions between broader public sector (BPS) institutions and the private sector. Companies have very short time frames in which to get a product out of the lab and into the market place, and greater consistency and predictability in industry-academia transactions are key to making those partnerships profitable and sustainable for businesses and to realize the full potential of Ontario’s research infrastructure. 

Due to its top tier education system, Ontario has a natural competitive advantage in knowledge services. In order to entice more global firms to commercialize new technologies within Ontario borders, there is a need to take stock of our existing research capacity and build on our strengths as a province.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce urges the Ontario Government to:

· Enhance industry access to physical R&D infrastructure through enacting standardized guidelines for federally and provincially funded academic and other research institutions to provide private parties with access to their R&D resources for commercial purposes on a fee-for-service basis when such resources are not required for their own educational or research purposes and will otherwise remain idle.
