POLICY RECOMMENDATION
TITLE/SUBJECT:  
STADIUM PRECINCT PROPOSAL AT WEST HARBOUR 




STADIUM LOCATION

COMMITTEE:
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

ACTION REQUIRED: Letter to Mayor and Members of Council

BACKGROUND OF ISSUE:

One of the recommendations presented by Ron Bidulka, a consultant from Deloitte hired by the City to make recommendations on the Business Plan for a Pan Am Games stadium, was to create a `Stadium Entertainment Precinct` within a zone that would be large enough to house both the stadium, its abutting warm-up facility plus an additional 150,000 to 200,000 square feet of private sector commercial space comprising:

· Retail (to capture impulse retail expenditures and include sports stores, music stores, specialty food shops) 

· Food and beverage (to capture pre-and post game market)

· Entertainment related expenses (which would give people a reason to visit the area on non-game days)

· Transportation-related spending ie. Parking, transit, gas stations 

· Accommodation, to capture demand for overnight accommodation from event attendees, teams, participants

The specific area defined in the report would include land south of Stuart Street, east of Queen Street, west of Bay Street plus the City Property immediately south of Barton Street along with Central Park.

The Chamber was asked if it had taken a position on the development of this precinct at the presentation it made to council on Thursday, February 18th when a decision was being made to support the Waterfront location or the Airport location for the Pan Am Games Stadium. 

The Chamber has always been on record as supporting business opportunities in the City of Hamilton and as such should be supportive of this type of development for Downtown Hamilton because:

·  It would provide more reasons for people to come downtown and enjoy the facilities being planned for the stadium during and post Pan Am Games 

· Attendance at Pan Am and Tigercat Football games as well as other events such as concerts, and other planned activities for the stadium cannot all be limited to the Pan Am Games Stadium precinct and therefore would spill over into the Downtown area being less than .6 km away

· Investment in a Stadium precinct would raise the assessment values of properties in the area creating increased tax revenues for the city

· Employees of such a facility would generate new revenues for Downtown businesses since our Commercial Assessment Study commissioned by the City`s Downtown Renewal Division in 2005 reported that for every new employee in the Downtown an additional $4000 per year in expenditures for business was created.

· It would encourage redevelopment of a brownfield site as well other lands in the precinct that have been underdeveloped and turn the area  into a multi-use facility that would have year round attraction to both residents and visitors

· It would provide a much needed vital connection between Downtown and the Waterfront with entertainment, accommodation, food and beverage facilities which is in keeping with the makeup of businesses surrounding the precinct in Downtown and would support the extension of the Community Improvement Program Zone with its grants and loan programs to include this stadium precinct in its definition of Downtown to solidify this connection from Downtown to the Waterfront.

· It would support the goals of Council to encourage Downtown revitalization and add new business opportunities in the City

· It would support the need for more hotel rooms within the Downtown as part of a Tourism strategy to attract larger conferences and conventions to Hamilton

The Downtown Hamilton Business Improvement Area (B.I.A.) also made a presentation at the meeting of Council on February 18th and supported the Pan Am Games Stadium being built at the West Harbour location and also supported the precinct concept for the reasons stated above.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce support the Stadium precinct concept as part of the broader concept of redevelopment initiatives in Downtown Hamilton.

