Goods and People Movement Study and Long Range Transportation Plan
(Submitted by the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce and the OCC Transportation Taskforce)

Issue:

Ontario’s transportation system is crucial to the economic well-being of Ontario and the country as a whole. The efficient movement of goods and people within Ontario and into the US directly affects Ontario businesses and impacts the province’s ability to better compete with other jurisdictions. A comprehensive multi-modal study of goods and people movement for the entire province and border crossings is required to determine what is needed for present and future transportation growth. 

Currently a goods movement study is being undertaken, and its results will be needed in order to immediately begin a long-range transportation plan for Ontario. 

A province-wide long-range transportation plan (LRTP), which has yet to be realized, must include both investment and planning initiatives. This is critical to Ontario’s future economic success. While documents in the past have been developed identifying short term (e.g. 5 year) initiatives, Ontario does not have an integrated LRTP which provides an overall vision and framework to allow the coordination of actions by all levels of government and the private sector in addressing the transportation challenges in the province.

 Background:

Ontario is a vast province with diverse urban and rural communities that face a variety of transportation challenges related to population levels, economic activity, growth rate and physical and natural conditions. 

Some areas in Northern Ontario require additional transportation capacity to attract business investment and to help diversify their economy. Alternatively, areas such as the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), including the Hamilton area, face challenges related to rapid growth and crippling congestion. 

Congestion at all levels results in lost trade opportunities, jeopardizes employee recruitment/retention, and reduces the province’s overall economic competitiveness. Growth needs to be handled as well. Ensuring Ontario’s infrastructure is prepared to handle this growth must be a top priority for the province. The ability to move goods and people easily across the province and across the Ontario/U.S. border plays a critical role in investment and growth in Ontario. Efficient and integrated commercial and passenger travel translates directly to economic prosperity for the province and a high standard of living for Ontario residents.

Yet, prior to investing in additional infrastructure, Ontario must accurately assess transportation infrastructure deficiencies. Thus, a long-range transportation plan is needed immediately.

U.S. states including California, Texas, New York and Florida have already completed a state-wide LRTP with a vision spanning over 20 to 30 years and Ontario is still behind in this respect. Since then, these state plans have been consistently updated every five years. In contrast, the limited extent of Ontario’s long range transportation planning is illustrated in the final Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, released in June 2006. No date or time was set.

Ontario has initiated a goods movement study, which should take into consideration projected demographic and economic factors will help assess current and future transportation infrastructure needs. 

The development of the Ontario-Quebec Continental Gateway and Trade Corridor Strategy, has led to Ontario, Quebec and the federal government’s partnership to study on the needs and opportunities of the multimodal transportation system in Ontario and Quebec. 

The Strategy will represent a concrete commitment to co-ordinated long term actions by the three governments. A detailed implementation plan, including short, medium and long-term actions will be released in conjunction with the Strategy.  It will include infrastructure investments and policy, regulatory and other initiatives to flesh out the framework potential actions from the strategy. Ontario has stated the partnerships between the private and public sectors will be needed to ensure the Strategy is successful.

The OCC believes that the Strategy - once released - must set the foundation for the immediate commencement of a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 

Once the Strategy is released, its findings need to be integrated into a provincial, multimodal LRTP. This LRTP will contribute towards placing Ontario on a level playing field with key competing jurisdictions especially those located in the United States. 

However, not until a goods movement study is complete, will the province be able to plan for an infrastructure system that benefits the north, south, east, west, central and golden horseshoe regions. That is why the OCC is encouraging the Province to ensure goods movement and people studies see completion by the end of 2010.

The primary objective of the Ontario LRTP is to improve linkages between all transportation modes. The establishment of a LRTP will, in the end, enable the province to effectively develop and implement policies which better utilize Ontario’s extensive network of well-developed road, rail, marine and airport facilities prior to investing in new infrastructure. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce urges the Government of Ontario to: 

1. Continue working on and expeditiously complete a goods movement and people study by the end of 2010 which will provide information on policy, infrastructure and regulation - focusing on Ontario as well as the vital U.S. trade regions of Detroit-Windsor, Port Huron-Sarnia, Buffalo-Fort Erie and Niagara, including Eastern and Northern Ontario border crossings. 

2. Develop a 30 year, long range transportation plan based on the results of the goods and people movement study, to be completed by the fall of 2012. The long range transportation plan must:


a. Include short, medium and long-term planning and investment objectives spanning 30 years; 

b. Be integrated with regional growth plans (e.g. Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe area and the proposed Growth Plan for Northern Ontario) developed through the Places to Grow Act;   

c. Be used to promote co-ordination and consistency among land-use and transportation planning and investment by all levels of government and other transportation stakeholders; and

d. Include a measure which will ensure that allocated funding for transportation infrastructure projects is implemented within a given timeframe.

