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December 14, 2009

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, MP

Prime Minister of Canada

Parliament Buildings 

Ottawa ON K1A 0A2

Dear Prime Minister Harper;

Re: Contribution of the Nuclear Industry to Canada’s Economy

Canada is a world leader in nuclear energy and enjoys a competitive advantage over most other countries in this area. We use it for clean and sustainable electricity generation, medicine, agriculture, manufacturing and geological exploration.  

Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick enjoy the benefits of nuclear electricity generation, as a safe, economic, reliable and environmentally attractive source of electricity.  Nuclear electricity produces virtually no green-house gases or other pollutants that contribute to smog and acid rain. 

Nuclear medicine research largely started in Canada in 1951 and we have led the world in the application of isotopes for diagnostic and treatments.  In 1994 Dr. Bertram Brockhouse of McMaster University in Hamilton was awarded a Nobel Prize for his pioneering work in nuclear energy and today McMaster University is recognized as Canada’s top university in nuclear engineering and science. 

Until the recent outages of the Chalk River reactors, Canada provided more than half of the medical isotopes for nuclear medicine, used in more than 18 million medical procedures a year.  Today the McMaster Nuclear Reactor is the only one in Canada that is capable of producing medical isotopes, and is doing so in a limited capacity. 

Despite all these advantages and benefits to Canadians, the nuclear industry in Canada is in a path of decline due to the absence of clear objectives and commitments by government. The federal government’s indecision on the future of AECL and the structure of Canada’s nuclear industry has contributed to a delay by the Ontario government on a major decision on acquisition of its next nuclear plant.  

This in turn adversely affects the CANDU reactor manufacturing supply chain, which employs thousands of Canadians, many of them in our community many in the kind of high value jobs that governments the world over seek to attract.  Ontario is not the only potential investor in CANDU as other provinces in Canada and other countries are interested in the CANDU technology.  They are watching developments in Ontario with great interest before they make a decision on their own nuclear power purchases, a decision that would means hundreds of high paying jobs for Canadians.  

In addition to providing high paying jobs for Canadians, the nuclear industry deploys millions of dollars in indigenous technology (most parts of a CANDU reactor are made in Canada) and our uranium provides Canadians with energy independence.  CANDU is a proven reliable, safe and environmentally attractive option.   

There are few examples of industrial sectors in Canada that speak more directly to the objectives of your government’s own Advantage Canada strategy as set out in recent federal budgets:

· Tax Advantage—Further Reducing the Tax Burden on Canadians and Canadian Businesses

· Knowledge Advantage—Fostering Skills, Training and Education 

· Infrastructure Advantage—Immediate Action to Build Infrastructure

· Entrepreneurial Advantage—Making Product and Financial Markets More Efficient

· Fiscal Advantage—Protecting Canada’s Fiscal Integrity for Future Generations

The nuclear industry contributes immensely to Canada’s innovation agenda and our economic prosperity. The Hamilton Chamber of Commerce urges the federal and provincial governments to make the necessary decisions to further enable and strengthen the nuclear industry for the benefit of all Canadians. 

Sincerely,

Ruth Liebersbach

President

Hamilton Chamber of Commerce

cc.  The Honourable Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario

Sandra Pupatello, Ontario Minister of Economic Development & Trade 

Tim Hudak, MPP Leader of the Progressive Conservate Party

Andrea Howarth, MPP Leader of the New Democratic Party

Mayor & Councilors of the City of Hamilton

Local MP & MPPs

Canadian Chamber of Commerce

Ontario Chamber of Commerce

Media

