Policy Resolution DRAFT

Business Development Committee

Support Downtown Hamilton as the Preferred Stadium Site

Issue:

The City of Hamilton is currently considering what role, if any, they should play in the Southern Ontario bid for the 2015 PAN AM Games and studying multiple locations for a new stadium facility location as part of the Bid. One of the locations in the study is Downtown Hamilton on property between Hughson and Catharine north of Rebecca. The others are the West Harbour lands between Barton and the rail yards and the Hamilton Airport.  City Council will make a decision on whether they will approve Hamilton’s participation in the Bid process and which location they should put forward as their choice to build a stadium to house the games on Monday, February 23rd at a Committee of the Whole Meeting   Their ultimate goal should they proceed with the bid is to build a stadium that will house our CFL team, the Hamilton Tigercats as major tenants as well as other major events such as concerts, track & field events, festivals, etc.

Background:

The Downtown Revitalization Task Force, a sub-committee of the Business Development Committee, has identified several key priorities aimed at stimulating economic growth, promotion of image, and creating initiatives to re-enforce the benefits of a successful Downtown Core. Within these priorities, it is clear that there is a real time need to look beyond the traditional practices in creating prosperity within the Downtown area.

Hamilton has a unique opportunity to be a key player in a strong Southern Ontario bid for the 2015 Pan Am Games.  The bid for the Games will be enhanced by Hamilton’s presence, expertise and history of participation in international sports events bids.  The bid will be heavily supported by the province and the federal government.  Hamilton will benefit from this support with the development of new facilities that will leave a lasting legacy for our residents, businesses and athletes for years to come. There will never be a better time to build the new facilities including a new stadium to replace the aging Ivor Wynne which is currently being financed for $1 m a year.

There are strong existing examples of Downtown Stadiums which have re-defined their corresponding Communities. These include Memphis, Indianapolis, Baltimore, Cleveland, Houston, Milwaukee, Detroit, San Francisco, San Diego, Portland, Albuquerque, and Pittsburg in the U.S. Canadian communities such as Vancouver, Toronto, Calgary and discussions to put a new stadium in downtown Winnipeg. (See chart attached).

Each community sites a similar main driver in a downtown stadium location as “This is more than simply a sport proposal. The sport facility proposal for Winnipeg is one aspect of a larger redevelopment issue and I’m very keen on that . . . It involves urban renewal.”…Vic Toews, a Manitoba MP.

Creating a Downtown Stadium goes beyond traditional economic growth indicators through increased pedestrian traffic due to the location in relation to workers, and residents in the downtown core; and, higher impact of outside visitors spending greater dollars due to the compact location of amenities situated within the core.

The proposed Downtown Hamilton stadium could also be the home for other major events such as parades, political conventions, concerts, marathons, and festivals which could bring thousands into the downtown core each year.  The Downtown Hamilton BIA Commercial Market Analysis completed in 2005 reports that the impact of visitor spending on Downtown is estimated to be $15.25 per visit so a stadium that seats 30,000 people for an average of 9 events per year could reap an impact of $4.1m.  The Pan Am games themselves will have an economic spinoff of approximately $210 per day per participant and spectator which would also have a positive impact on Downtown.

To quote Jeff Sanford, of the Memphis City Centre, “The ballpark was catalytic." Sanford said. "Ours was a typical deteriorating urban center. It had been allowed to deteriorate for decades. Now we have more people living in downtown with over10,000 people today compared to just 500 in 1985. We not only got a new ballpark, we got a new neighborhood."  
RECOMMENDATION:

The Hamilton Chamber of Commerce urges the City of Hamilton to strongly

support the Southern Ontario bid for the 2015 Pan Am Games, within the context that winning the Pam-am Games bid, with Hamilton’s full and active participation, in a fiscally responsible manner, is the paramount and over riding goal.
Stadum Locations and Impacts

	CITY
	POPULATION
	STADIUM NAME
	COST
	CAPACITY
	LOCATION

	Memphis
	674,028
	Liberty Bowl
	$3.7m 1965
	62,380
	Downtown

	Indianapolis
	795,458
	Lucas Oil
	$720m 2008
	63,000 ftbl 70,000 bketbl
	Downtown

	Baltimore
	637,455
	M & T Bank
	$220m 1998
	69084
	Downtown

	Cleveland
	438,042
	Paul Brown Stadium
	$283 m 2000
	65,352
	Downtown

	Houston
	2,208,180
	Astrodome
	$35m 1965
	62,439 ftbl 54,816 bsebl
	6 mi from Downtown

	Milwaukee
	602,191
	Miller Park
	$400m 2001
	42,400
	7 mi from Downtown

	Detroit
	916,952
	Ford Field
	$430m 1999
	65,000 ftbl 78,000 bketbl
	Downtown

	San Francisco
	799,183
	Candlestick Park
	$15m 1960
	69,734
	3 mi from Downtown

	San Diego
	1,266,731
	Qualcomm ”The Murph
	$27m 1967
	71,294
	5 mi from Downtown

	Portland
	550,396
	PGE Park
	1926 $502m in 2001
	20,000
	Downtown

	Pittsburg
	311,218
	Heinz Field
	$281m 2001
	65,000 ftbl
	Across River from Downtown

	Phoenix
	1,552,259
	US Airway Center
	$90m 1992
	19,023
	Downtown

	Vancouver
	1,953,252
	BC Place
	$126m 1983
	59,841
	Downtown

	Toronto
	4,753,252
	Rogers Centre
	$570m 1989
	53,000
	Downtown

	Calgary
	988,079
	McMahon
	$1 m  1960
	35,650
	Downtown

	Winnipeg
	641,483
	Canad Inns
	$483,000 1953
	29,503
	Downtown

	Ottawa
	751,228
	Rapidz
	1993
	10,332
	4 mi from Downtown


